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at the all-India headquarters of the party and was a member of the editorial board
of the party's journal, People's War. The journal was renamed People's Age
after the Second World War.
During the repression of 1948, Mohan was imprisoned. When the ban on the
party was lifted, he settled down in Madras. He strove hard to reorganize and
strengthen the All-India Peace Council and the Indo-Soviet Cultural Society.
For several reasons he became dissatisfied with the political practices of the
Communist Party. Taking up the legal profession, he spent a considerable portion
of his time in legal battles on behalf of trade unionists and workers. Ht was also a
leading figure in many trade unions. Kamaraj held him in .high esteem. Mohan
gave up his membership of the Communist Party and subsequently served as
Advocate-General of Madras.
When the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam came to power in Tamil Nadu in 1967,
Mohan left the state and went to Delhi. He joined the Congress Party. At the
time of the split in the Congress Party he was an active and forceful figure in
Indira Gandhi's group. In the elections of 1971 he was returned tp parliament
from the Pondicherry constituency. He became Minister for Steel in the Central
cabinet. A firm believer in Marxist ideology, Mohan was highly respected in the
Soviet Union. Indian reactionaries feared him even more than they feared Indira
Gandhi, He functioned vigorously and effectively with the conviction that only
a socially conscious and just administration could create conditions in India
propitious for changes in the direction of socialism. His untimely death on 30
May 1973 in an aircrash was an irretrievable loss to the Indian people. Had he
lived, Mohan might well have contributed towards bringing about far-reaching
changes in India and Tamil Nadu.
S.V. Ghate was one of the "elders" among the leaders of the Communist
Party. He was, like Gandhi, a man of humility and austere habits. A
Maharashtrian by birth, he lived for some time in Tamil Nadu and acquired
proficiency in Tamil. A full time worker tijl the end of his life, the only family
that Ghate recognized was the Communist Party. In Ajoy Bhavan, headquarters
of the Communist Party in Delhi, Ghate Hall has been named in his honour.
S.A. Dange is a veteran leader of the Communist Party and the All-India Trade
Union Congress. He bears the scars of many battles and suffered several spells
of imprisonment. Presently he is chairman of the Communist Party of India.
Jyoti Basu is a gift of Bengal to the Communist movement. He too is a veteran
of many struggles. A fine orator, he is now a leading figure in the Communist
Party (Marxist) and a member of parliament.
Rornesh Chandra is a leading figure in the peace movement and in the World
Peace Council. In the fifties he served as general secretary of the Indian Peace
Council and established branches of the Council in several places of the country.
K.R. Ganesh is at present a member of parliament and a Minister of State in
the Central government. In 1947 he was a vigorous and effective activist in the
Madras Students' Organization. Later he went over to the Andamans.
uDuring 1947-48, in the commune life of the Communist Party, the marriage
of Jeevanandam with Padmavathi took place. I believe that at that time Mrs
Jeevanandam was studying in a college or a teachers training institution. Later
she worked ,^n Cuddalore and Madras as an educational officer. She now lives in
Madras with her children.